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Abstract

Landscape is in constant change. The process of designing tranformational 
landscapes requires the acquisition and linking of knowledge. This procedure is 
inextricablylinkedtothecreativeprocessofdevelopingideas,sincedesigning
anddevelopingalwaystiesinwithexistingthings.Asaresult,itreactstospatial
conditionsandtothepeoplepresent,tiesinwithculturalpeculiaritiesandcon-
forms to technical requirements. The development of new ideas is thus based 
onanintensiveexaminationofthevariouscomponentsofthespace.Itbecomes
clear that the phases of analysis and design are inseparable and interactively 
linked.

Theterm„InventiveAnalysis“,coinedbyBernardLassusin1989,embodies
theintensiveexaminationofthisveryinventory.Inventiveanalysisallowsland-
scape transformations to be explored inventively in order to generate new ideas 
throughknowledgetransfer.Duringthistypeofanalysis,intensespatialpercep-
tion,participationinthespace,anddirectreflectioncoincide.Thisalsoreflects
theconsensusofInventiveAnalysisinthatitisanintertwinedpartofthedesign
processwiththeidea.Consequently,thebasicprerequisitefortheeffectiveuse
ofInventiveAnalysisisthecorrectandwell-thought-outformulationoftheright
set of questions.

Inventiveanalysisalsoprovidesopportunitiesforexpertsfromdifferentdisci-
plines and laypersons to communicate about their perceptions and ideas about 
landscapetransformations.Inventiveanalysishasalreadybeenusedasasubject
ofart,asameansofexploratoryspatialinquiry,andoccasionallyasaplanning
practice.Somedisciplinesinuniversities,landscapearchitecturefirms,artists,
andwalkscholarsusesomeformof InventiveAnalysisforspatialperception,
spatialnarrative,asinspirationforimagemaking,andasameansofknowledge
generationandexperimentalintervention.ThispaperdemonstratesthatInven-
tive Analysis is suitable as a research as well as analysis and thus design method 
for transformational landscapes. 

Characteristics of landscape transformations are elaborated and the analysis 
isdiscussedasanindependentactofdesigning.Subsequently,theexperiences
withinventiveanalysisinuniversityandplanningpractice,inthefieldofartas
wellasotherexplorativespatialexplorationswillbehighlighted.Italsodiscus-
ses thecognitiveprocesses involved in InventiveAnalysesanddemonstrates
thatInventiveAnalysescanbecomeaproductivepartoflandscapearchitectural
designprocesses.BernardLassus‘studiesofLandscapeAnalysisandInventive
Analysis are the basis for cornerstones of this dissertation. The method will be 
illustratedwithexamplesofapplicationbyBernardLassus,aswellasseveral
examplesbystudents.Finally,itwillbeshownhowInventiveAnalysiscandeci-
sively advance design practice and research as a complete transformational 
processofperceiving,changing,andreflecting.


