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COLLECTIVES WORK

This lecture series tackles collaborati-
ve practices manifesting  and shaping, in 
turn, art and architecture since the se-
cond half of the 20th century. Art and 
architectural historians, architects, and 
artists will discuss art collectives and ar-
chitectural cooperatives‘ roles in relation 
to social movements, citizen initiatives, 
and public administration. This allows us 
to think through decision-making proto-
cols, the organization of labor, and frame-
works for environmental justice. As wor-
king-environments themselves, groups 
and collectives often try to establish eco-
logic ethics through their projects: How 
do consciously chosen forms and formats 
of a collaboration unfold their spatial im-
pact and political potential? Are collabo-
rative ventures per se ephemeral or even 

doomed to failure in the long run due to 
polyphony and friction between indivi-
duals? What are the methods to adequa-
tely address and represent such practi-
ces in historical research? From Postwar 
avant-garde to (post-)minimal in the f ield 
of the arts, from bureaucratic to feminist/
activist in architectural practice – –by tra-
cing historical and contemporary forms of 
collaboration and collective critique, this 
lecture series expands our understanding 
of authorship, work, and oeuvre. Hence, 
the contributions deconstruct the cult of 
genius in a human-made environment si-
tuated in different geopolitical contexts 
of transcultural (post-)modernisms since 
the Cold War.




