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Bahnhof Odeonsplatz, Entwurf Paolo Nestler, ca. 1968
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Umfang der U-Bahnlinien U6 und U3, 1971
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4 minutes, 33 seconds. This is the duration of a composition of the same name by John Cage from 1952.The
piece consists of pauses structured into three movements. No music is to be heard but the sounds of the
surrounding. About the same time, some minutes, do we spent waiting at underground stations. Finally, the train
arrives, stops, and drives on. Yet this time offers the opportunity to stand still and to observe the environment we
arein.

Munich’s underground stations are an inheritance from the time after 1960, but they can hardly serve as historical
testimony of the period. Instead, they carry the traces of manifold stories, of permanent structural adjustments
and transformation. Every day, we move through sites of ongoing construction, which only pauses for the
moments of use.

In the project we want to keep track of the constraints and results of maintenance, repair and renewal of these
infrastructures. We are interested in the specific rhythm of standstill and transition which defines these places.

The project is based on the ICOMOS.DE student competition brief 2019: 60plus. U-Bahn- und Verkehrsbauten.
However, we want to scrutinize some of its objectives, as we do not seek to discover potential monuments and
their cultural and historic significance. Central for our study will be the structural, constructive, functional and
creative opportunities of the conservation of infrastructure buildings. We are interested in the underground station
as construction site and in its reality of ongoing structural conversion. Our interaction with the object marks a
pause, which will open up a space for different, new possibilities. The project asks for both, an investigative
challenge and creative potential.

According to the competition brief, long-term solutions for conservation and maintenance will be developed,
which may also include sensible ways of reuse and utilization. The results of research and analysis will be
condensed in a poster according to the brief (DIN A1, upright format). Together with a detailed design project they
will form an article (photo documentation, line drawings, construction time schedule, description of building and
transformation history) for the third issue of the journal halten, Beitrdge zum neueren Bauerbe.
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