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1. Title of the Project:
2. Participants:
3. Please select one from each column of the following table

Topic of the project
We are dealing with this ...

type of crisis
With our project we want to tackle the ...

type of project
We want to do this with a ...

○ site:
p.e. ideas to prevent the destruction of a certain building, bio-
logical feature, or social context; or ideas to build/grow such a 
feature

○ climate crisis
The climate crisis is a term for the ecological, political and social 
crisis associated with global warming. (Wikipedia)

○ plan
An urban design proposal on a certain site. As a matter of princi-
ple, we avoid land take and the creation of impervious surfaces 
as well as demolition.

○ type:
e.g. cooperative dwellings, suburban office estates, single family 
houses

○ environmental crisis
An ecological or environmental crisis occurs when changes 
to the environment of a species or population destabilizes its 
continued survival. (Wikipedia)

○ strategy
develop a framework or strategy outlining principles and guideli-
nes for the desired change in a given spatial setting

○ Initiative:
that works towards new, non-polluting and non-exploitative 
living patterns, and that is anchored in space (cooperative, NGO, 
…)

○ housing crisis
The term housing crisis refers to acute problems with the provi-
sion or market for shelter and lodging. These include shortage 
and affordability crises as well as financial crises related to the 
real estate sector. (Wikipedia)

○ intervention
create an intervention in urban space through iteration and ref-
lection that addresses an urbanistic issue. Only BA Thesis, only 
Summer semester (“Interventionsklasse”).

○ crisis of democracy
As rightwing populism seems to take over Europe we postulate 
a new crisis of democracy. How could we support democracy in 
urban design?

○ start-up
develop an urbanistic business idea, or an idea for a new institu-
tion.

4. What is the occation? Why is your project necessary and why now?

5. How do you want to accomplish this? Which methods do you want to use and with which partners do you want to work?

6. Are you open for more Participants?   ○ yes  ○ no

Cities are increasingly shaped by monotonous new-build blocks that erase local character and drain the quality and vitality of the street. Especially groundfloors, which have an immediate influence 
on adajancent public spaces, nowadays often consist of large commercial spaces and entries to underground parking lots. Small actors are excluded, leaving little room for cultural initiatives, shared 
spaces, and spontaneous encounters. This tendency not only undermines the livability of neighborhoods, it also accelerates social and economic divides.
Our project proposes a strategy: to rethink this building type in a way that encourages openness, shared use, and resilient urban structures. By providing spaces for participation, culture, and 
community, architecture can reintroduce a sense of belonging and counter the loss of democratic spaces in the city.
Now is the moment to act—because growing tensions and the ongoing democratic crisis show that the city cannot afford to reproduce exclusionary models. Instead, we must develop forward-
looking, inclusive forms of building that enable life, diversity, and exchange.

We will start with analysis and mapping to uncover potentials and problems, then develop scenarios, strategies, and design proposals that explore reuse, transformation and rethinking of the 
existing groundfloor layouts in Munich. From these we will derive clear guidelines and recommendations.
To make the issue visible, we can imagine to plan campaigns and small-scale actions. We want to achieve exchange or even collaboration with local residents, initiatives and associations as well 
as dialogue with investors and decision-makers to gather as much insights as possible. 
Finally the aim is to be able to propose alternative strategies for built spaces with influence on public spaces and how they can interact with one another.
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(Super)market



GROUND FLOOR SPACES today are often dominated by parking 
garages, oversized retail units, and deep interiors lit artificially by 
buildings themselves. 

The RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN BUILDING AND STREET is reduced 
to a hard edge, leaving little permeability or possibility for interaction. 
These spaces are typically accessible only to large chains or 
corporations, excluding smaller actors and diminishing diversity. As 
a result, the street loses vibrancy, and its role as a social and cultural 
space is undermined.

Our approach begins with an ANALYSIS: 
How were ground floors used in the past, and how are they organized 
today? What qualities have been lost, and which remain? Why do 
certain shops appear in particular locations, and how are spaces 
actually used inside and in front of shops? By asking these questions, 
we aim to better understand the everyday dynamics of the street, its 
potential, and its challenges.

Building on this, the project explores STRATEGIES:
The attempt will be to optimize the current situation and formulate 
rules for renovation and new construction. This includes frameworks 
for communication and participation, as well as the demonstration of 
financial and cultural benefits. We seek to reveal how well-designed 
ground floor spaces enrich not only the street but the wider urban 
fabric—and how they can become more attractive for both residents 
and investors.

The project itself touches on LARGER THEMES: 
Gentrification, the relationship between architecture and public 
space, and the question of where people feel comfortable. It is about 
designing spaces of everyday life that offer quality, identity, and 
character—countering the growing uniformity of the contemporary city 
and encouraging exchange between its residents.
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